CHAPEL MESSAGE FOR DECEMEBER 16, 1994 : David C. McClain

It isn't often that I have the opportunity to speak in one of our college chapelis. It%
always a challenge to decide how to use the half-hour to best advantage. I've sat through a
lot of chapels here at Baptist Bible College during the past 27 years. I know that most

listeners soon forget the average message, even if they have been paying careful attention to
the speaker. I realize, too, that rmost of us can easily "turn off” a speaker if his theme is well
known or if his presentation is baring. 8o, what can I 53y that will make you want to listen
to me today, that will make this session a worthwhile investment of your valuable fima?

Well, today I would like to talk to you about two schools. The one schaal is called
Baptist Bible Clollege and it iz located in Clarks Aummit, Pa. Befors it moved to Neortheastern
Pa.in 1958, Baptist Bible College was located in Johnsen Clity, NY. Up in New York State
it called itself Baptist Bible Seminary, even though it was a Bible college without a thealogical

seminary. That s the first scheol I'm going te talk abeout today.

Now, would you balieve that I am also going to talk about a Catholic school which
was once lecated in Glarks Summit, Pa., a schoo) operated by the Gatholic Foreign Mission
Bociety of America, a mission society usnally called the Maryknell Fathers. That school was
alse located on this same proparty. It was on this very praparty that Catholic students onecs
prepared to become missionaries, or “missioners” as the Catholics call tham. ‘Wa Baptists are
Just now in cur 27th year in Clarks Summit. PBut befare we arrived, the former owners of
this property and their students had lived, studied, wershipped, and played on this site for
50 years.

Now, before you decide to get up and leave in protast -- since this sounds like a rather
questionable topic for 2 chapel messags -- please bear with me. I want you to COMpars your
dedication with theirs. You testified in your cellege application that you know the Savior.
You say that you belisve the Bible. Vou elaim that Fou are interested in knowing the will of
God for your life.  And, by the grace of God, you have been permitted to live, study,
worship, and play on this site. T ask you this simple guestion: How well does your dedication
measure up against that of the Catholic students whe once accupied this campus and whe
dacided, in the best way they knew how, that their lives could make a differensze in foreign
lands?

I begin by diracting your attention ta the last words spoken by Christ bafore He
returned to heaven. You can find them at the close of Matthaw chapter 28 and, also, in the
first chapter of the Book of Acts. To help you understand what a Catholic sses when he finds
these passages, I will ba reading from a Catholic version, the New Jerusalern Bibla:

Matthew 28:16-20: Meanwhile the sleven disciplas sat out for Galiles, to the mountain
where Jesus had arranged 1o meet tham. When thay saw him they fell down before him,
though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has bean given to me. Go, tharefore, make disciples of all nations; baptise them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 3pirit, and teach ther to observe
all the commands 1 gave you. And lock, I am with you always; yes, to the end ot time.”



Acts 1:5-11: Now having met togather, they asked him, "Lord, has the time come far
you to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, "It is not for you to know times or dates
that the Father has decided by his own authori 7. but you will receive the power of the Healy
Apirit which will come on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indesd to earth’s remotest end.” As he said this he was
lifted up while they looked en, and a cloud took him from their sight. They wers still staring
inta the sky as he went when suddenly two men in white were standing beside them and they
said, "Why are you Galileans staniding here locking into the sky? This Jesus whe has bean
taken up from you into heaven will come back in the same w ¥ as you have seen him go to
hezven.”

t
baginning with their awn city (Jerusalem), continuing threughout their region (Judaea),
expanding into the hated territory to the north of thern (Samaria), and spreading throughout
the rest of the inhabited waorld.

The Book of Acts serves, among other things, as a written record of their missionary
efforts. In chapters 1-7 they evangslized in Jerusalem. In chapters 8-11 the

=

¥ expanded
threughout Judaea and into Samaria. In chapters 12-25 they moved outside the Holy Land
to reach men and women for Christ. This they understood to be their reasonable service.
Their Lord and God had commanded them. They obeyed His marching orders. They wara

taking Christ to the nations.

W are the spiritual successars of the Apostlas. In John chapter 17 Jesus prayed for us
when he prayad for those whe would balieve an Him through the testimony of his Apeostles,

They are gone but we are alive on earth at this time 3o that we may continue the waork they
began so long age, the task of taking Christ to the natiens of the world.
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Our awn school began with a raissionary emphasis in 1932 in Johnsen Gity, NY. By
the world's standards we were small and insignificant. There were only & full-time faculty
and just a handful of students. Thers was no campus -- just a barrowed church building.
Put there were dedicated students who beliaved that, with God's blessing, they could make a
diffsrence . And they did, far many of them from that unaccredited F-year Bible institute
took the gospel to forsign lands wheare, for a lifstime, they labored faithfully for our Lord.
We call them “missionaries,” for they were men and women with a mission -- Christ’s
ambassadors instructing the world to be reconciled to God.

The General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (we call it the GARBC), the
r'ellowship of churches with which our college has closely aligned itself thron gh the years, also
bezan in 15632 with z missionary ermphasis. At the 2nd annual rmeating, in Buffalo, N.Y | in
1633, Harry Hamilton, in his presidential address, gave the five objectives of the Associatian.
The fourth objective was relatad to missions:

"FOURTH--it is an organization designed to promote 3 missiionary spirit amongst
Baptist churches for the spread of the gospel in all the world, and to content earnestly



for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.”

That year, 1933, Earl Griffith was chairman of the CARBC rissionary committes,

'The next year he served as president of the GARBC. He was later to bacame president of
our callege. But it was while hs was still serving the General Association that tweo of our
Premier mission boards were approved by the GARBG . One of the mission boards was the

Feneral Clouncil of Clooperative Baptist Missions of North America; its name was later
changed to Baptist Mid-Missicns. The cthar bnarci was the Association of Baptists for
Evangelism in the Orient which _hax g ed its name in 1930 to the Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism (today we refer to it as ABRWE).

Dr. Earl Griffith was named the third president of our school in 1935 because our

sacond president, Harold Clommens, left to accept the presidency of ABWE. Dr. Commons
erved that mission board as its president until 1971 when Wendesll Bempton left his

administrative position here at our college to become the prnsidnnt of ABRWE. As for the
other mission beard, Baptist Mid-Missions, its current presidant, Gary Andersan, was the
Ghairman of our collage Board of Trustess when he assumesd the m1ssix:vn board presidency in
1988. S0 you can see that our college administrators and the GARBC have bean vitally
invalved in missions from their sarliest days right up to the present.

From our first year in 1932 until 1955 we continued to grow and experience Cod's
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blassing upon our school at its lacation in Johnsen Gity, N.Y., about an hour's drive naorth
of Clarks Summit. By that time we were operating as an accredited, degree- grantmff Bibia
college. But there was simply ne room to e:c;pand on that site, 5o an extensive search was

ade up and down the East coast to find another praoperty where ws could re l::ate. Finally,
n 1967 this property in Clarks Summit was placed on the market, we found out about it, and
the rest is history

I first visited this site in the Fall of 1957, while still 52rving as a pastor in Ohio.
sensing that God was directing me to a vocational change, T became an emplaoyee of this
college on April 1, 1968, Our family of four rmeved to Clarks Summit where we lived alone
for several weeks in tha building now knewn as Jacksen Hall. Our college was finishing up its
last semester in N.Y. State 50 I commuted daily to and from Johnson City until the schaoel
vear endsd in junﬂ The last of the Catholics were praparing to move off the property when
cClain family moved on to campus.

Through the years since then it has been 2 « continuing interest of mine to learn all I
could about the forrmer residents of this property. I have correspanded with the paremnt
orfanization, the Maryknoll Fathers, located about 30 miles north of N.YV.C. in Maryknoll,
N.Y. I have interviewad formear students frorm the Gatholic era.. I have read the student-
produced literature from the 1930s which was laft bahind for us. I have collected whatavar I
could find about the Maryknoll arder. From my investigation I have gained an appreciation
for the dedication of the Maryknoll Missioners. It is from this perspective that I challenge
you to avaluate your dedication to your owrn spiritual calling and mission . 'Wae are the
spiritual successors of the Apostles, the chronslo gical successors of the Baptist Bible Seminary
of Johnson Qity, N.Y ., and the geagraphical successors of the Maryknall Fathers.



The property we presently occupy was popularly known as the Venard [pronounced
VAY-nard]. It was named in honor of Theophane Venard, a Gathoelic missionary who was
beheaded in Vietnam in 1861 at age 32. In response to my request for mfnrmatmn about the
Venard property, in 1970 the Maryknoll Fathers sent me a letter and a book for our library.
From that latter I quots ths following paragraph:

“Since you showed such intsrest in the history of the Venard, I am sending you under
separate cover a copy of the book which brought several thousand young men and
boys to the Venard over the fifty years of its existence as the Maryknoll Apostalic
_n.\llege.“

The bock they sent is entitled A Modern Martyr. It's a bio ography of Theophans
Venard, written by Jamss A. Walsh. It was the same Father Walsh (later to become Bishop
Walsh) who was cofounder and first director of the Cathelic Foreign Mission Bociety of
Araerica, usually known as the Maryknoll Fathers. James A. Walsh was consured with the
impertance of forsign missions and tetally dedicated to perpetuating Qatholic missions as
madeled by the martyed Frenchman, Theophane Venard. I fquote to you now from a history
of the Maryknell order, Maryknoll in Ghina, which tells of Father James A Walsh wha,
until his death in 1935,

“infused his listeners with his admiration and devetion for the French missionary
martyr Theophane Venard. It was not just by coincidence that the first Ma ryknaoll
jumnr 2eminary in Pennsylvania was called the Venard. Theophans Venard was
presented as the madel of the Maryknoll missioner preparad to go the whole way’ for
Christ. According to Father F.r:wbert Aheridan whe entered Maryknell in 1921, this
martyrdom mystique was one of the mest parvasive charactenstlr of the farrmation
given by James A. Walsh: "We were filled with this ... great spirit of self-sacrifice, and
we were going to go to Ghina and never comse back. That was all in the air we
breaathed in the beginning of Maryknoll.’

“But James A. Walsh was also a realist who wanted his missiorsrs to be prepared for
the realities of the missions. He was quick to mention that as ‘picturesque and
strikingly impressive .. the tlmught of 2 man or a woman laying down his [or har] life
for Christ’ might be be, the testimony that Maryknollers were asked to give was rarely
‘the actual shedding of [their] blood,” but rather ‘an opportunity to stand and wear
[themselves] out for Christ,” even until the last breath ..

I now quote fram the Venardar, the student publicarion of Maryknoll College, the
spring 1936 issue:

"Monuments have been built from time immemorial to the memaorigs of great men.

And thus in perperuation of a noble characrer and more so to Nonor a haraic

sacrifice our Venard Gollege represents a huge and gverlasting monument to the

ragmory of Theophane Venard. This younyg missioner ... is without 2 doubt worthy

of such 2 gFreat monument; for he is great among those who have laid down their lives
as witnesses to the faith of Christ.



“Thersfore the men who erectad this edifice and called it the Venard did 5o with a set
purpase, for they knew that the life of Theophanse would present a concrete appeal to
the genercus hearts and minds of healthy American youths. These boys--fired with the
zeal of ather Theophanes--would naturally come to prepare in a <ollege named after
their great model. Such a modsl and almost contampaorary ideal has inspired
American youths to such an sxtent that the future of missionary endeavor looks not
only promising but optimistic as well. The Venard has and is continuing to fulfill the
hopes of its founders.”

Now, l2t me read a brief passage from the Fall 1938 issue of the same publication:
“..many things are remarkable about the Venard student body. First it i
cosmopelitan in character; ameng our ranks we number representatives from

ry state of the Union and from Hawaii. If we take advantage of it, this situation
hould be productive of an universal outlook in us; ane that is so ns
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o necessary for the
foreign missiener. Secondly there is the spirit, remarkable not only in the Venard but
in the whale Bccisty. This spirit is ens of humer and genuing fraternity; to instill this
spirit in the newcomer is the duty of the old students; the task of the new men is to
carry it en. For example, in that last pork chop on the dinner platter, in that last
appertunity for a game of hand-ball during the afternoon recreation period, in that
seat around the radio, in that extra praysr in chapsl, in hslping that fellow in difficulty
Maryknoll fraternity is found. The Society’s prayers ars its actions; humor is its
language. This humer consists not in frivolity but in the exuberance of spirit unigue
to those in the service of Qur Lerd.

"Most of the studsents here have entered this year upon a naw mods of life and
thought. In this studies, manual labeor and sports--all subjected to spirituality--

will play impeortant parts. Through studiss we acquire culture and learning in order
that we may mingle with the litterateurs of the waorld; in manual labor we acquire
healthy bediss for the task of preaching the Gospel. By means of all three we come
closer to God. And this--the sanctification of each member of the Rociety--i5 the
primary task of Maryknell.”

Pleaze note that this property was never used for a monastery. No monks lived hers.
It was always used for educational purpases. I thought you might be interested in learning
how and why the school known as the Venard came inte being. One of the Maryknoll
Missianiers, James M. Logue, was kind enaugh to write for my use an article which he called
"A Bhort History of the Venard.."”

[Insert here the "Short History of the Venard " by Logue)



A SHORT HISTORY OF THE VENARD

When Maryknoll was established by the Catholic Bishops in 1911, it was
recommended that a minor seminary be established also; since Iatin was not a
major course in the majority of American high schools, and since it was the
language used in the major seminary for Philosophy and Theology it was felt
that the only practical solution to the problem was to "do it yourself".
Bishop Michael Hoban, of Scranton, had been one of the most interested in the
foreign mission idea, and he invited Maryknoll to establish the school in his
Diocese of Scranton.

Maryknoll in New York opened its first classes in September of 1912 and the
following year the Venard Apostolic School was inaugurated in a rented house on
Clay Avenue in Scranton. The six students were sent to the Jesuit College of
St. Thomas, which later became the University of Scranton. Two years later the
students were moved to New York and a search began for a more appropriate site
in the Diocese of Scranton.

In 1916 the Maryknoll Superior examined a score of possible properties, but
a letter from Fr. Edward Flood, pastor of Our Lady of the Snows Parish in Clarks
Summit, brought to his notice the Willow Brook Farm in Clarks Summit, owned by
Archibald C. Courtwright, and the property was bought on April 25, 1916. It com~
prised 135 acres, the farm house, a large rectangular barn, a well, pond, ice-
house, chicken and pig houses. There were 50 acres of plow land, 40 acres of
timothy, 25 acres of pasture and an orchard. The recently ordained Father (later
Bishop) James E. Walsh, arrived with five of the former Clay Avenue students to
take possession of the new Maryknoll establishment, on July 10, 1916. Iater on
the same day the first Maryknoll Brother, Thomas McCann, arrived and the work of
converting a farmhouse into a boarding school began. Three weeks later an ancient
Model-T truck lurched into the farmyard and discharged its cargo of furniture,
pigs, chickens, and four theologians fram Maryknoll to help the younger students
rehabilitate the place. Fortunately, one of the new arrivals, Bernie Meyer, was
a born and bred farmer from Iowa. He spent a week teaching the boys from the
sidewalks of many East Coast cities how to take care of the pigs, chickens and
cows. He also hired two local farmers to take care of the field work.

School opened on September 8, 1916, with a faculty of four and a student
body of 29, ranging from first year high school to second year college. The
Maryknoll innovition was the addition of one hour of manual labor every day to
the regular school schedule, with the result that any improvements on the proper-—
ty (except, of course, those which demanded professional efforts in construction,
plunbing, electricity, etc.) were done by the students during the next 50 years.

In 1917 there were 36 students and when 40 arrived for the 1918 opening the
first brick building was built and served until 1921, when the first half of the
main building was finished. In 1929 the south wing was completed to accommodate
160 students. From 1918 to 1954 the Maryknoll Sisters attended to the cocking
and the laundry. Maryknoll Brothers replaced the hired field hands, and students
were on call for any work that did not interfere with studies. Camp Venard was
inaugurated in the sumer of 1925 but the lake was found to be too dirty and
dangerous for the campers, so the following year the swimming pool was built by
damming the overflow of the lake with a 12-foot wall.



During the great depression of the 30's the farm proved to be the mainstay
of the Venard; potatoes, cabbage and squash were the order of the day — every day.
Eggs were sold to buy meat; hay was swapped for oats which, after a night of
simmering on the banked boilers, would appear in the morning as oatmeal. No one
would get up on a winter morning before hearing the machine-gun sound of the steam
entering the radiators. It was a great preparation for northern China, as well as
for any other mission country. At least a thousand trees - fruit, pines and sugar
maples from Vermont, were planted but the cows were sold when it was found more
reasonable to buy milk at 6 cents a quart than to attend our small herd.

In 1933 it was decided to make the Venard a four-year college course since
Maryknoll could no longer cope with the number of applicants for the Philosophy
section. This continued until 1947, when a great number of ex-G.I.'s applied for
admission to Maryknoll. The college was moved to Lakewood, N.J. and later to Glen
Ellyn, Ill. and the Venard became a high school with special classes for the new

candidates who had not a good foundation in Iatin, even though they were college
students.

The Venard continued with this program until the publication of the "Consti-
tution on the Sacred Liturgy" in December, 1963, which made the vernacular the
liturgical language of the Church. The changes came slowly, but the days of the
Venard were numbered since it was no longer necessary to insist on ILatin as a
"sine qua non", and it was sold in 1968.



It is a fact that organizations and institutions change as they age. The Maryknell
Aociety began with a nable task: tha evangelization of non-Christians and the building of an
indigencus church. By the 19505, however, that purpose began to change. For the past
several years, the Marykneoll missioners have been staunch proponents of Liberation Theology,
that curious blend of religion and Marxist belief. We didn't agrez with Gatholic theology
even when the Maryknoll order majored on gvangelistic missionary activities. But we should
recognize that, at one time, they were attempting to take seriously the words of Jesus Christ's

Great Commission.

Neow, just suppose that the Maryknoll Fathers decided to conduct an histarical study of
the Baptist Bible Clollege of Pennsylvania. What would they discover about us? Are wa still
turning out missionaries with the dadication of years gone by? Ars students attracted to our
college bacause they sincersly want to serve Christ? Are we motivated to Christian ministry?
Are we preparing to take the old Gospel message to a new and very nesdy world? Have we
turned over tha control of cur futures to Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Harvest? 'Will we
seriously consider cross-cultural ministry and actively move in that direction until God
redirects us toward other vecations?

In the summer of 1994 the Association of Baptists for World Evangslism rejoiced in
the largest number of missionary candidatss it has preocassed for several years. And I did, e,
because my daughter, her husband, and their thres children wers part of that candidate class,
We have been praying them to the mission field. Werkars are needead to replace the veterans
due to retire. There are apenings all aver the world for qualitifed perzannel. The missionary
waorkforce needs many of you.

Early next semester, you will have the cpportunity to participate in the college
Missians Clonfersnce. It is my earnest prayer that the Lord will begin to prepare you now for

life-changing decisions during that week. Will ¥ou join me in praying that a great number of
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students will make themselves available to God as missionaries.



